News from our
Portuguese believers
by the Editor
am reliably informed that there are five
Portuguese-speaking congregations in
London and one in Peterborough. In addition
to which, there are numerous small groups of
Portuguese-speaking Adventists dotted around
the UK. Recently, and for the first time, we
were thrilled to receive a request from one of
those congregations to receive the MESSENGER
on a regular basis. It came from East London
Portuguese-speaking Church, located in the
London borough of Barking and Dagenham
(SEC Area 6C).
According to Fernando Franko of their
Communication Department, his church is
eager to receive the annual bundle of
MESSENGER (24 issues), FOCUS (4 issues),
Adventist World (12 issues, including the
Week of Prayer readings), and Encounter
(4 issues, including the Youth Week of Prayer
readings), all of which are available to our
churches via a British Union Conference
subsidy.
Here is the brief news report about East
London Portuguese-speaking Church that
Fernando shared with us.
He assures us that their ‘members are
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friendly and warm’ and he invites you to visit
them at 244 Ripple Road, Barking, IG11 7DJ.
Then he wants you to know that on 8 July
this year their sanctuary was packed with
members and friends who were there to listen
to their former pastor, Deyvid Valente, preach.
But he did more than that: he dedicated
Jamie, son of Hugo and Millena Chagas; then
ordained Adolindo Pires and Jorciney Rosario
as elders.
Then, after a ‘wonderful fellowship lunch’,
the congregation moved to the Salvation
Army’s main hall in Barking for the investiture
of the hardworking members of their Shining
Stars Adventurer
Club.
His next bit of
exciting news is
about the baptism of
Pedro Jose De Sousa
on 19 August, after
studies conducted by
Jorciney Ramos and
their new minister,
Pastor Ivo Mendes.
Finally, he wants us

to know that Pastor Mendes and his wife,
Elizangela Ramos, have a young son, James,
and that this family are a blessing to their
church.
Well, thank you for that report, Franko.
Let’s hope that it will inspire other non-Englishspeaking churches to request their own copies
of MESSENGER . . . and share their stories with
our readers.
Editor’s note: If you are interested in receiving the
MESSENGER and the other magazines that are periodically
sent out with it as part of the BUC’s service to our
members, please contact
editor@stanboroughpress.org.uk for assistance.

Pastoral family

Pedro’s baptism

Investiture of Shining Stars

Jorciney and Pedro
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On 14 June, this year, most of the British
media – press, radio, TV, and web-based –
led with the news that ‘The Liberal Democrat
leader Tim Farron has resigned over his
religious beliefs.’ The pressure that led to
this decision being largely due to ‘repeated
questions during the general election campaign
about his views on homosexuality after he
refused to say whether he believed that gay
sex was a sin’.1
I felt sorry for Tim Farron as I listened to
him defend his difficult decision in the days
that followed. I admire him for choosing not
to sacrifice his principles on the altar of
popularity, but by doing so he had learnt a
bitter lesson: ‘To be a political leader –
especially of a progressive, liberal party in
2017 – and to live as a committed Christian,
to hold faithfully to the Bible’s teaching, has
felt impossible for me.’2
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Plastic – health and environment
risks – part 1
We focus our attention in this mini-series on the health and
environmental risks of our use of plastic and how we dispose of it.
A report earlier this year, published in The Telegraph, carried the
headline: ‘Whale found dying off the coast of Norway with 30 plastic
bags in its stomach’.1 According to journalist Helena Horton the
stranded Cuvier’s beaked whale was found off the island of Sotra
in shallow waters in such a dire state that the wardens decided to
put it down. It was in an emaciated state with minimal blubber,
suggesting that the ingestion of the plastic had caused it to become
malnourished.
A zoologist, Dr Terje Lislevand, who was brought in to study
the whale’s condition, stated that ‘The whale’s stomach was full of
plastic bags and packaging with labels in Danish and English,’ as
were the intestines, which would have caused severe pain.
The Guardian, also reporting on the issue of plastic pollution,
voiced the following question in an article on 29 June this year: ‘If
you drop plastic in the ocean, where does it end up?’2 Journalist
Alan Evans provided this answer:
‘A lot of plastic debris in the ocean breaks down into smaller

As supplied, errors and omissions excepted

pieces and is ingested by marine life, and it is thought that a
significant amount sinks to the sea bed. But a lot of it just floats
around.’
In an earlier report published in January 2016 in the same
newspaper, with the alarming headline, ‘More plastic than fish in the
sea by 2050’3, the Dame Ellen MacArthur Foundation indicated that
every minute one refuse truck’s-worth of plastic is dumped into the
sea, and that:
• Only 10% of plastic is recycled effectively (in spite of growing
demand for recycling);
• 40% of it ends up in landfill; and
• Nearly a third finds its way to fragile ecosystems such as the
world’s oceans.
The next time you are considering to make a purchase, it would be
good to think of other eco-friendly packaging alternatives like paper,
cloth, glass etc. which are easier on the environment.
Good health!
1
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2017/02/03/whale-found-dying-coast-norway-30-plasticbags-stomach/ 2https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/jun/29/if-you-drop-plasticin-the-ocean-where-does-it-end-up 3https://www.theguardian.com/business/2016/jan/19/
more-plastic-than-fish-in-the-sea-by-2050-warns-ellen-macarthur

Just a few months earlier
On 24 January, just a few months earlier,
prominent Seventh-day Adventist, Dr Ben
Carson, was confirmed as the next Secretary
of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) in
the Trump administration. His appointment
was immediately met with vociferous and open
opposition:
‘Imagine: Washington would have come to
a grinding halt if President-elect Donald Trump
had nominated a renowned chef as Defence
Secretary, or a famous poet to run the
Treasury Department. But somehow, for the
federal agency that serves the elderly and
disabled, homeless individuals, communities
of colour and many working-class and
rural families, it’s fine to appoint a Housing
Secretary with absolutely no housing
experience.’3
Although much of the criticism against
Carson was related to his lack of experience,
some of it is based on a perception that he
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Ever been in the
‘lions’ den’?

Julian Hibbert
Editor

regards poverty as a ‘lifestyle choice’: ‘The issue with Carson isn’t over policy differences. It’s
that a man who seems to disdain poor people could be put in charge of an organisation that has
a mandate to help them.’4
I, for one, hope and pray that Ben Carson proves them wrong – on both counts!
Let’s not forget Daniel
To some extent, both Tim Farron and Ben Carson are simply following Daniel through the pitfalls
of public life. Do you remember what he went through?
‘Then this Daniel distinguished himself above the governors and satraps, because an
excellent spirit was in him; and the king gave thought to setting him over the whole realm. So the
governors and satraps sought to find some charge against Daniel concerning the kingdom; but
they could find no charge or fault, because he was faithful; nor was there any error or fault found
in him. Then these men said, “We shall not find any charge against this Daniel unless we find it
against him concerning the law of his God.” ’ (Daniel 6:3-5, NKJV – emphasis supplied.)
As far as his administration was concerned, Daniel was blameless. The Auditor General of the
vast Median Empire was welcome to inspect Daniel’s ‘books’ at any time, and without prior
warning. The King knew this and promotion was clearly in the pipeline for this exemplary follower
of God. It is at that very moment, however, that the author of evil plays the only card left in his
sweaty hand.
It’s not a card he needs to play if we are lazy, dishonest, inefficient, power-hungry or positionseeking. He can simply leave that up to those annual performance appraisals and peer reviews.
They will ultimately steer us towards the nearest exit! On the other hand, he might just be glad to
have someone around who is a daily discredit to Christianity.
For those who do their best . . .
There is one thing, however, that every faithful believer who is striving to do their best needs to
know: there is always a risk that your Christianity will be used against you by those who feel
exposed or threatened by the quality of your work. That is evil’s last card!
That’s the very reason that those aspiring (and conspiring) colleagues of Daniel said, ‘We
shall not find any charge against this Daniel unless we find it against him concerning the law of
his God.” ’ (Emphasis supplied.)
Jesus picks up on this theme in the Beatitudes and I hope that Tim Farron has drawn comfort
and encouragement from the following:
‘Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake,
For theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you
falsely for My sake. Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so
they persecuted the prophets who were before you.’ (Matthew 5:10-12, NKJV.)
Being persecuted for ‘righteousness’ sake’ happens when we are badly
treated because we, by faith, are right with God and doing right on His behalf,
as was Daniel.
The charges must be false
Many years ago, soon after taking over a new district, I was asked to support
one of my members during a disciplinary hearing. The member felt that her
conduct at the school where she worked as a sports assistant had been
wrongly judged and, on the face of it, it seemed that way. I spoke up on her
behalf when given the opportunity, but to no avail. A week or so later she was
relieved of her duties and became the object of much sympathy.
Time, however, is a great revealer. A string of subsequent events helped me
see clearly that unless the charges people bring against us are ‘false’ there is
no blessing to be had!
May all the Tims and Bens among us join Daniel in being right with God
and doing right on His behalf.
1

http://uk.businessinsider.com/breaking-liberal-democrat-leader-tim-farron-has-resigned-2017-6
Ibid. 3http://time.com/4632912/ben-carson-nomination-hud/ 4https://qz.com/899568/donald-trumpscabinet-confirmations-ben-carsons-hud-secretary-confirmation-is-a-dangerous-normalization-ofincompetence/
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A matter of trust
An invitation for trustees to join the ADRA-UK
by Catherine Anthony Boldeau
Board

Shivonne’s journey
by Aby Kurian

‘Each and every one of you should consider himself to be a trustee for
the welfare of his fellow labourers and not be self-seeking.’ Mahatma Gandhi

Shivonne’s journey to Jesus reveals the marvellous
way God guides people to His remnant church.
hivonne was born in
Wolverhampton and grew
up in a home where God
was the last thing on anyone’s
mind. She received limited
guidance and grew up with very
few boundaries. The result was
that she went on to do things
that most Christians would find
alarming. At the age of 17, the
earliest she possibly could,
Shivonne left home alone for
London with just 50 pounds on
her. She had to fend for herself,
but despite the hardships she
managed to toil her way through
college and finish university.
Life became a constant
whirlwind of work and partying;
then along the way she met the
love of her life, Folarin, and they
had their first son. Soon after that
the Spirit of God touched her
heart and she felt a spiritual
emptiness.
She had a Pentecostal friend
who would invite her to church,
where she would attend once in a
while. Shivonne and her family
then moved to a house where,
right across the road, there
was an Anglican church. The
promptings of God’s Spirit in her
heart were getting stronger, so
she and her family started
attending this church regularly.
Still she felt unsatisfied. The
church service was so scripted
and rote that she was left feeling
that she needed something more.
Then one day she purchased a
Bible, something she had never
owned or read before, and started
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reading from it for herself. She
had heard Bible stories before,
but to her astonishment some
of those she had heard were not
exactly the same as what she
found in the Bible.
The very first time she opened
her Bible was to the first chapter
of Genesis where, upon reading
the Creation story, her eyes were
drawn to the fact that God rested
on the seventh day and made it
holy. She studied more about it
and was utterly convinced of
the fact that Saturday was the
Sabbath day. Shivonne and her
family then moved house. Here
she started looking for a local
church that worshipped on
Saturday. One day when she
typed ‘church service on
Saturday’ into Google, out
popped the name ‘Hope
Community Church, Beckenham’,
and it was only an eight-minute
drive from where she lived.
At that point she did not know
anything about Seventh-day
Adventists. She called up the
number on the webpage and a
lady picked up the phone at the
other end and invited her to come
to church the next Sabbath for the
11am service.
Shivonne accepted the
invitation, and the next Saturday,
gathering up her courage but
with lots of trepidation and knots
in her stomach, she arrived at
this church at 11am with her
three-year-old son. When she
stepped into church she was met
by a lady who soon discovered

October
15 Wrexham
22 Plumstead Community
28 Symphony Hall, Birmingham
29 Willesden

10am-2pm
10am-2pm
After sunset
10am-2pm

November
18 Cardiff
26 Sheffield Burngreave

After sunset
10am-2pm

ADRA-UK seeks to recruit three additional
trustees to its governing board and would like
you to consider giving of your time to assist in
the work of humanitarian development both
here and abroad. Hurricanes Irma and Maria
have both caused major devastation in the
Caribbean by damaging infrastructure,
flattening homes, closing businesses and
claiming lives. The Rohingya refugee crisis
affecting Myanmar and Bangladesh is causing
enormous suffering and upheaval to this
ethnic minority. However, while many watch
on plasma screens, read news reports on
social media and shake their heads in coffee
shops and churches, ADRA is there on
the ground assessing the immediate and longterm needs, working with other agencies and
providing aid where it is most needed.

that it was the first time she was
attending that church. This lady
welcomed her and made her feel
like she had been a part of the
church all her life. During the
service the praise team sang the
song ‘Above All Powers’, one that
Shivonne had been humming on
and off in her heart for a long
time. It all felt too coincidental not
to be God’s leading. From that
point on Shivonne and her family
began to attend the church as
regularly as they could for the
next three years, during which
time God, working through
members of the church, helped
her to understand more of the
truth and deepen her connection
with Him.

On 11 July this year, during
a revival meeting conducted
by evangelist Ray Patrick, she
responded to the altar call,
overcame her reserve and
requested baptism. At the end of
the revival series on 22 July,
just two days before her 30th
birthday, Shivonne gave her life to
God through baptism and began
her new life in Christ. On that
same day, six other precious
souls gave their lives to Jesus
and joined her in baptism in the
newly built baptismal pool at
Hope Community Church in
Beckenham. Now Shivonne
looks forward to leading the
rest of her family to the Lord as
well.

Welsh Mission Fellowship Day
Seeking and serving to make God known
Date: 21 October 2017, 10am-5pm

ABC Shops
Watford, BUC, Monday-Thursday – 12.30-5pm, Friday – 10am-2pm. 01923 893461
Birmingham, Aston-Newtown, Wednesday – 11am-4pm, Thursday – 4pm-8pm,
Sunday – 11am-3pm. 0121 3286380
Advent Centre, Mondays & Wednesdays – 6.30pm-8.30pm,
Sundays – 11am-3pm, Saturdays – November, December, January: After sunset. 0207 7236849

Venue: Pavilion Mid Wales, Spa Road,
Llandrindod Wells, LD1 5EY
In the programme: Graduation service, commissioning service, concert.
Please bring your lunch and share in this opportunity to fellowship
with your brothers and sisters from across the Welsh Mission.

Who are ADRA?
ADRA is an acronym for the Adventist
Development and Relief Agency, the official
humanitarian arm of the Seventh-day
Adventist Church. Through an international
network of offices, ADRA International delivers
relief and development assistance to people
in more than 130 countries, regardless of
their ethnicity or their political and religious
affiliation. ADRA is a respected organisation
that partners with governments and other
organisations such as Oxfam, while also
working directly with local communities.
ADRA-UK is a charity based in Watford and
housed in the British Union Conference (BUC)
headquarters. They too work closely with a
variety of partner agencies and organisations,
including Adventist Community Services
(ACS), both in the UK and beyond. For
example, ADRA-UK provided an immediate
release of funds through the South England
Conference to assist the victims of the Grenfell
disaster.
What is a trustee?
Every charity needs a board of trustees who
govern the organisation’s affairs and have the
legal responsibility for its work. The Charities
Act 1993 (section 97) describes trustees
as ‘the persons having the general control
and management of the administration of
a charity’. The trustees of ADRA-UK have
specific duties, as set out in its governing
document or constitution, and must act
together as a whole. Trustees have no
authority to act independently, but must
consult their governing body or their board of
trustees. They are also ultimately accountable
for the collection, use and distribution of funds
in line with their constitution and any relevant
government regulations. They are also subject
to several audits each year, internally from the

auditors appointed by the Church, and via
another set of external auditors, due to the fact
that they receive funding from government
bodies.
Trustees need to abide by two sets of
rules. First is the governing document of
ADRA-UK, which is called the Memorandum
and Articles of Association, and also by
government legislation such as the Charities
Act. Trustees work together and make
decisions at formal, regular meetings that
must be minuted. However, operational
matters are delegated to the ADRA-UK staff
who work as a team under the guidance of
CEO, Bert Smit, on a day-to-day basis.
Can I be a trustee for ADRA-UK?
In short, ‘Yes, you can,’ but there are
exceptions. If you are over the age of 18 and
have not previously been disqualified as a
trustee or a company director; if you are not
an undischarged bankrupt or have certain
unspent criminal convictions; then you are
eligible. You should also have a professional
track record and work experience that
complements our work and meets the
criteria of the Charity Commission.
ADRA-UK would like anyone applying for
the position of trustee to subscribe to the
ethos and values of the organisation, and
further information about the mission of ADRA
can be found at www.adra.org.uk.
ADRA-UK would particularly welcome
potential trustees with the following high-level
skills to complement the skills of existing
board members:
• Very experienced in (international) finance
• Extensive experience in education on a
management level
• High-level experience in the provision of
health care on a management level
All applicants should have the ability to
challenge constructively, be able to use
independent judgement, and be a team
player and a strategic thinker. ADRA-UK holds
quarterly board meetings and it is essential
that each trustee is available to attend these
meetings. We expect trustees to commit a
total of 10 (virtual) days per year to our work
for additional reading, training, networking
and advocating. It is also desirable that
trustees have experience of committee or
trustee work.
What are the key responsibilities of an
ADRA-UK trustee?
The key responsibilities of an ADRA-UK
trustee (working on the board) are to:
• Set the mission, vision and strategy of the
organisation

• Maintain compliance with relevant laws,
regulations, and government documents
• Ensure the effective management and
financial stability of ADRA-UK
• Act as an advocate for ADRA-UK through
networking opportunities
What next?
If you believe that you have the skills required
and can commit the time to attend meetings
and do subsidiary work, then:
• Visit the ADRA-UK website at
www.adra.org.uk and read about the
ongoing work done to help the world’s
most needy communities.
• Prayerfully consider if you have the skills,
time and commitment to undertake the
role.
• Contact Bert Smit, CEO of ADRA-UK, in the
first instance with a letter of intent and an
updated CV.
Interested parties will be invited to a preinduction half-day seminar with Bert and the
team to provide more information as to the
role of a trustee and the work of ADRA-UK.
Help ADRA-UK to help suffering people by
becoming a trustee!
Closing date: 30 November 2017.

A word from Pastor Ian Sweeney,
Chair of the ADRA-UK Board of Trustees
The two recent earthquakes that struck
Mexico – the last one in the capital killing
hundreds – and the two hurricanes that
devastated the Caribbean islands and
Florida, Irma and Maria, continue to
challenge the lives of millions at the time
of writing. President Trump’s speech to the
United Nations during which he spoke of
the total destruction of North Korea also
fills us with dread. As Seventh-day
Adventists we have an understanding
of current events from a biblical
worldview. Many Adventists will only
view these events in the light of Matthew
24:7 and little more. However, while
ADRA-UK and its network of partners
around the globe understand the signs
of our imes, the scope and work of ADRA
goes beyond mere sermons and delivers
practical help to those who are
suffering, as they ‘occupy until He comes’.
ADRA-UK is looking for trustees who
not only have the skills, knowledge and
experience of going beyond commentary
on world events, but who see the need for
practical humanitarian aid to be given to
the millions of people who are suffering. If
Jesus were alive today, would He ‘merely
comment’ on world events, or would He
show justice, mercy and compassion?
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Did the Reformation go far
enough?
by Pastor Patrick Boyle (retired)

istory, unlike mathematics,
is not an exact science. It is
more like spaghetti,
all hooked up in endless
connections. Three
significant and connected
historical events of the
second half of the
fifteenth century were
to shatter European
society and prepare
the way for the
Reformation.
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• The Fall of Constantinople to
the Turks in 1453 drove
Greek-speaking scholars
to Western Europe and
revolutionised learning, partly
by increasing awareness of
Plato and Aristotle in the
universities.
• The invention by Gutenberg
of a printing press using
moveable and reuseable
metal type (1439). This made
communication between
people and the education of
whole populations possible
through less expensive
literature. The first book
printed using this ‘new
technology’ was the Bible.
• The discovery of America
by Christopher Columbus in
1492 laid the foundation for a
societal revolution which is
ongoing today and was
significant for the Reformation.
These three related events
completely changed the religious
life of Europe.
In 1500 all Christian
life, apart from that
under the
Orthodox
Church, was
controlled by
the Roman
Catholic Church,
which claimed it
was The One

Holy Catholic Apostolic Church –
‘extra Ecclesiam nulla salus’ –
(outside the Church there is no
salvation); a claim which popes
such as Gregory the Great, Boniface VIII and others made in the
plainest of language.
Seventy-five years later,
however, the idea of One Holy
Catholic Apostolic Church outside
of which there is no salvation had
received a crushing blow! The
Protestant Reformation, which
unleashed this blow, led to the
restructuring of Christendom,
which was divided into five
separate church groups.
• Lutheranism in Germany and
Scandinavia
• Calvinism or the Reformed
Church in Holland and
Scotland
• Anglicanism – England
• Reformed Catholic Church
after the Council of Trent held
in northern Italy, 1545-1563
• Anabaptists or radical
reformers, a scattered and
persecuted group of Christians
of no specific church

Martin Luther
The origin of the religious reform
began with Martin Luther, a
Catholic priest. He was a
complex man, essentially a
troubled soul whose view of
God was one of justice and
righteousness, who punished
human sin and had little or no
mercy for sinners.
Luther found in his study of
the epistle of Paul to the
Romans that God was a righteous
and loving God
who forgave sin and
accepted the sinner
freely. This was a
powerful idea in its

day – of a loving, caring, merciful
God who loved all people, and of
Christ who died to save them.
This discovery led Luther to
some fundamental truths.
• The religion of the Church
and the religion of the Bible
disagreed; they were not the
same.
• The second truth he came to
believe was that only the Bible
could be taken as the basis of
Christian truth.
• Man can go to God directly
without church, priest, pope or
sacrament. This struck at the
heart of the Catholic system
with its seven sacraments,
purgatory, Mariolatry and the
intercession of saints.
• He also discovered that truth
unites but it also divides,
a principle writ large in
Scripture.

These ideas had far-reaching
implications.
Lutherans, Calvinists and
Anglicans all agreed on the basic
truths that man had free access
to God directly and was justified
by faith in Christ alone. But they
could not reach full agreement
because of political factors which
worked against Christian unity,
and their disagreement hurt the
Reformation.
These churches all depended
on the State for their protection.
The Anabaptists were
independent of the State. They
believed in a total reformation
based on the Bible. Their cry was
‘reformation without tarrying’.
This led them into conflict with
the State-linked churches.
One doctrine they held was

‘believer’ or adult baptism. To
them, infant baptism was false
and unbiblical. They were
persecuted by all other religious
groups because of this one article
of faith, but it was not their only
point of difference.
As we track the history of the
Protestant Reformation we notice
that it was a back-to-the-Bible
movement that stalled, failing to
complete its important work.
As William Muir in his book
The Unfinished Reformation
observed: ‘The one outstanding
marvel of the Reformation era is
that so much that was supremely
valuable was achieved in so short
a time. The other is that where so
much was accomplished there
was nevertheless failure as well
as success, and that Great
Movement was halted so soon
in its victorious career.’
In other words, much truth
that Scripture had waiting for
God’s people to discover was not
accepted by the main churches.
The Reformation ran out of steam
and a number of vital scriptural
truths, like God’s law of Ten
Commandments, including
the seventh-day Sabbath, were
not accepted. Luther saw the
seventh-day Sabbath as Jewish.
The pagan belief of the Greek
philosophers that man has an
immortal soul was embraced and
led to spiritualism. The nature of
the Lord’s Supper is still a matter
of controversy, as is the hope and
manner of our Lord’s promise to
come again.
Sadly, this failure to keep
reforming created a chronic
sterility in the Christian Church
which is still with us today.
Further efforts to reform
were sporadic and often lacked
dynamism. John and Charles
Wesley recovered the doctrine
of Christian holiness; Count
Zinzendorf the Moravian and
William Carey the Baptist
recovered the truth that the
church has an obligation to

evangelise the world. Even this
was initially resisted.
America and the Protestant
Reformation
We can see since the ‘discovery’
of the New World by Columbus in
1492* that America has played a
significant role in the history of
more recent Christianity. Its
founding fathers established a
wonderful truth and enshrined it in
the American Constitution: Church
and State should be separate.
This has allowed the ‘unfinished’
Reformation of the sixteenth
century to recover more of the
scriptural truth God has for His
Church.
Out of the religious revivals
of eighteenth- and nineteenthcentury America, many new
religious groups originated and
some had the freedom to
develop a deeper and more
comprehensive understanding
of biblical truth. Our own
denomination, which understands
itself to be heir of the Reformation,
has develop a core set of beliefs
which we seek to preach in all
the world. Chief of these is the
teaching that only Jesus is man’s
Saviour, there is no other; God’s
holy law of Ten Commandments is
binding upon mankind, including
the seventh-day Sabbath; only
God has immortality and He will
bestow it upon those who trust
in Jesus for salvation at Christ’s
return; the Gospel is totally
inclusive – all people of every
race and colour are equal in God’s
sight; the return of Jesus is near
at hand and it is the responsibility
of all people to live righteous lives
and prepare for that event.
Full reformation of truth is the
goal and message of the Seventhday Adventist Church for all
mankind.

As supplied, errors and omissions excepted

*The reader should be aware that the question
of who discovered the Americas is a subject of
ongoing debate.

As supplied, errors and omissions excepted

8

2520 . . .

9

An evaluation of the 2520
by Ty Gibson
The following article is a lightly edited version of the paper that appeared on the We Affirm SDA website in March 2012.
For those interested in more information relating to the 2520 movement there is much more to be had by visiting it
yourself (www.weaffirmsda.com/the-2520-time-prophecy).

I

In this essay my goal has been to evaluate the 2520 with an open mind
and simply allow the Bible and Spirit of Prophecy to weigh in.
I begin with the premise that the Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy are
inspired by the Holy Spirit and therefore must clearly bear witness to
the 2520 if it is, indeed, a vital truth.
‘I saw that the saints must get a thorough understanding of present
truth, which they will be obliged to maintain from the Scriptures’ (Ellen
White, Early Writings, p. 87).
‘But God will have a people upon the earth to maintain the Bible,
and the Bible only, as the standard of all doctrines and the basis of all
reforms’ (Ellen White, The Great Controversy, p. 595).
Whatever the truths are for our time, we must be able to
convincingly declare them from God’s Word. This is most especially
needful for any topic to hold the status of ‘testing truth’ and ‘the latterrain message’, as is the claim being made for the 2520. I cannot help
but believe that any message occupying this sacred territory must be
clearly evident in the Bible, which brings me to my first question.
Is the 2520 clearly evident in Scripture?
We are told that the 2,520-year prophecy is to be found in Leviticus 26.
What I encounter by reading this chapter is a simple, clear, and
straightforward message.
The grammar is linear and successive. God says to Israel, If you do
not obey My commandments, then I will bring curses A, B and C upon
you. Then, if you do not respond to corrective measures of A, B and C
by repenting and obeying My commandments, I will bring curses D, E
and F upon you. Then, if you do not repent, I will bring curses G, H and
I upon you. And if you still do not repent, then I will bring curses X, Y
and Z upon you. Each time the threatened list of punishments is
different and worse, making evident that the intent of the grammar is
to convey the idea of succession, not repetition.
Notice the language.
First a list of commands and their attending blessings are listed in
verses 1-13. Then God says, ‘But if you do not obey Me . . . I also will
do this to you. . . .’ Then follows the first list of curses in verses 14-17.
Then God says, ‘And after all this, if you do not obey Me, then I will
punish you seven times more for your sins,’ followed by a second list
of curses (verses 18-20). Then God says, ‘Then, if you walk contrary
to Me, and are not willing to obey Me, I will bring on you seven times
more plagues, according to your sins’ (verse 21). Then God says, ‘And
if by these things you are not reformed by Me, but walk contrary to
Me, then I also will walk contrary to you, and I will punish you yet
seven times for your sins,’ followed by a different and more severe list
of curses (verses 23-26). Then, one final time, God says, ‘And after all
this, if you do not obey Me, but walk contrary to Me, then I also will
walk contrary to you in fury; and I, even I, will chastise you seven times
for your sins,’ followed by a different and still more severe list of curses
(verses 27-39).
Plain and simple, Leviticus 26 reads as a linear, successive,
cumulative description of gradually intensifying curses. The Lord states
four times that if certain measures do not reform Israel, then things will
get progressively worse for them. The idea that God is saying the same
thing four times, or even two times, for the purpose of conveying either
one 2,520-year time prophecy (as the 1843 and 1850 charts suggest)
or two 2,520-year time prophecies (as certain Millerites and the current
2520 movement suggest) is, on the face of it, simply not present in the
passage, and this is a huge hurdle for me.

This brings me to my second question regarding the 2520.
Does the 2520 constitute a ‘second witness’ to the 2,300-day
prophecy, and does it bear witness to the Gospel as the 2,300-day
prophecy does?
2520 advocates set forth the 2520 as the necessary second witness
to the 2,300-day prophecy. They reason that if the ‘seven times’ of
Leviticus 26 are not a time prophecy then the 2,300-day prophecy has
no second witness in Scripture, the idea being that the 2,300-day
prophecy is weakened if we don’t have the 2520 to back it up and
testify to its veracity.
This suggested ‘need’ for a ‘second witness’ is based on
Deuteronomy 19:15: ‘By the mouth of two or three witnesses the
matter shall be established.’ (2520 advocates take this verse, and
Paul’s use of it in 1 Timothy 5:19, as a necessary Bible study principle.
While it is clear, when read in context, that this verse is not intended as
a Bible study principle, I will address the perceived need for a second
witness to Daniel 8 as if a second witness were necessary.)
Does the 2520 actually constitute a ‘second witness’ to the
2,300-day prophecy?
The essence of the 2520 is that Israel came under the curse/
punishment of God beginning in 677 BC and lasting until 1844. There
are a number of immediately evident problems with this claim.
First, the 2,300-day prophecy makes a contrary claim, namely
that Israel would receive not a 2,520-year curse, but rather a 490-year
probationary period from 457 BC until AD 34, ‘to finish the
transgression, to make an end of sins, to make reconciliation for
iniquity, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal up vision and
prophecy, and to anoint the Most Holy’ (Daniel 9:24).
But Daniel’s prophecy goes a vital step further, indicating that the
Messiah Himself would come, as the ultimate antitypical embodiment
of Israel, and fulfil all the conditions of the covenant and thus continue
God’s covenant blessing through history upon spiritual Israel. The
2,300-day prophecy essentially declares God’s continued covenant
blessing upon Israel by promising that Christ would come to ‘confirm a
covenant’ by His self-sacrificing death on the cross (Daniel 9:27).
The idea that Israel came under God’s curse in 677 BC, and
continued under that curse straight through Israel’s history and onward
through Christian history until 1844, seems to me to stand in direct
contradiction to the message of the 2,300-day prophecy. Again, the
2,300-day prophecy declares God’s continued covenant blessing
through Christ, whereas the 2520 message places Israel (and the
Church) under God’s curse until 1844.
If the essence of the Gospel is God’s covenanting love, promised
through the prophets and kept faithful in Christ, then it is hard not to
view the claims of the 2520 advocates as unwittingly suggesting a
failure in God’s covenant promise and therefore unwittingly
constructing a teaching that runs contrary to the good news of
the Gospel.
And there’s more to consider along these lines.
Interestingly enough, in harmony with Daniel 8 and 9, we find
embedded in Leviticus 26 an amazing declaration that God’s covenant
promise will be fulfilled in Christ. At the end of Leviticus 26, after
delineating the intensifying succession of curses, God prophesies of
the Messiah:
‘Then I will remember My covenant with Jacob, and My covenant
with Isaac and My covenant with Abraham I will remember’ (verse 42).

This is part of the concluding promise of Leviticus 26, and it clearly
points to Christ. Note the language used to declare the New Testament
fulfilment as Mary sang of the covenant promise fulfilled:
‘He has helped His servant Israel, in remembrance of His mercy, as
He spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his seed forever’ (Luke
1:54-55).
Also Zacharias declared:
‘Blessed is the Lord God of Israel, for He has visited and redeemed
His people, and has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of
His servant David, as He spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets, who
have been since the world began . . . to perform the mercy promised to
our fathers and to remember His holy covenant, the oath which He
swore to our father Abraham’ (Luke 1:68-73).
Clearly, the promised covenant blessing of Leviticus 26 came to
fulfilment in Christ, not its earlier threatened curses.
Astounding light emits from a reading of the entire song of Mary and
the entire prophecy of Zacharias when compared to Leviticus 26. The
reader will notice that much of the language of Luke 1 is drawn from
Leviticus 26, not as a confirmation of the curses, but rather as the
undoing of the curses. In Christ the threatened curse against the
disobedient is lifted and removed because He bore the curse in Himself.
Leviticus 26 first offers a terrible depiction of the curse of sin, but
then it offers a tremendous promise that the curse will fail to crush
us because Christ will come as our sin-bearing Deliverer. The real

message of Leviticus 26 is a rich proclamation of the Gospel, not a
two-and-a-half-millennia curse.
Leviticus 26 shouts: ‘I will remember My covenant!’ (Lev. 26:42.)
The curse will not prevail! The covenant promise will be kept! Messiah
will come and fulfil the promise of God’s saving grace!
Then the New Testament announces: ‘The Lord God of Israel’ has
‘remember[ed] His holy covenant, the oath which He swore to our
father Abraham’ (Luke 1:68, 72, 73). Sure enough, He has come, just
as promised! God has done as He said He would!
As far as I can see, interpreting the ‘seven times’ of Leviticus 26 as
a 2,520-year curse that runs straight over Christ all the way to 1844
cannot retain the integrity of the Gospel promise prophesied in Leviticus
26:42. The overall Gospel message of Leviticus 26 seems to forbid an
interpretation of the ‘seven times’ in Leviticus 26 as a 2,520-year curse
that would extend straight through the ministry of Christ to 1844.
Does the 2,300-day prophecy have any other eligible ‘second
witness’ in Scripture?
Yes, it does. In fact, it has more than a second witness. It has at least a
third and a fourth as well. Jesus, Paul and John all bear testimony to
the veracity of the 2,300-day prophecy.
When Jesus began His public ministry, He announced, ‘The time is
fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand. Repent ye, and believe in
the gospel’ (Mark 1:15).
What ‘time’ is Jesus referring to? As a
confirmation of the 2,300-day prophecy, ‘the time’
of which Christ spoke was none other than the
seventy-week segment of the 2,300-day prophecy.
Jesus was declaring that Daniel’s time prophecy
was coming to fulfilment in His ministry. (Seventhday Adventist scholars have recognised this fact
for at least the last thirty years, going back to the
GC-appointed Daniel and Revelation Committee.)
Towards the end of His public ministry Jesus
again pointed to Daniel’s prophecy:
‘ “Therefore when you see the ‘abomination
of desolation,’ spoken of by Daniel the prophet,
standing in the holy place” (whoever reads, let him
understand), “then let those who are in Judea flee to
the mountains” ’ (Matthew 24:15-16).
The specific segment of Daniel Jesus here refers
to is the vision of Daniel 8 and 9, to which the
2,300-day prophecy belongs. So, again, Jesus
confirmed Daniel’s vision.
Paul also testified of the 2,300-day prophecy
when he wrote, ‘For when we were still without
strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly’
(Romans 5:6).
And thirdly, in Revelation John testified to the
2,300-day/year prophecy in his marvellous vision
of the Advent Movement and the opening of the
Judgement in 1844 (Rev. 10-11).
Does the idea of a 2,520-year curse/punishment
rightly represent the character of God?
In Leviticus 26:21 the term ‘according to your
sins’ is employed to indicate that the punishment
pronounced is just and that it correlates to the sin
committed. How is it conceivable that a 2,520-year,
multi-generation, and corporately/nationally
transferable curse is a just punishment, ‘according
to your sins’?
Scripture explicitly teaches that ‘The soul who
sins shall die. The son shall not bear the guilt of
the father, nor the father bear the guilt of the son.
The righteousness of the righteous shall be upon
himself, and the wickedness of the wicked shall be
upon himself’ (Ezekiel 18:20). Biblically speaking,
the extent of a generational curse can only extend
a maximum of three or four generations, and that
not as an arbitrarily imposed curse but as the divinely recognised extent
of the residual effect of sin from one generation to the next (Numbers
14:18; Exodus 20:5-6). But interpreting the ‘seven times’ of Leviticus

11

10
26 to impose a 2,520-year, 63-generation curse/punishment flies in
the face of God’s plainly stated Word that punishment will not extend
beyond four generations. Are we to believe that God essentially said to
Israel of old, ‘If this present generation of Israelites does not obey Me,
then I will punish them and their descendants for 2,520 years’? It
seems to me that this defies the biblical declaration that God will
not punish in this manner and it seems to portray God as severe and
arbitrary.
Furthermore, what biblical justification is there for a curse/
punishment that begins upon literal Israel and then continues in force
upon spiritual Israel? If the ‘seven times’ of Leviticus 26 is taken to
mean a 2,520-year curse, then it is unavoidable that the New Testament
church was under the curse of God from the time of the Christ until
1844. On what scriptural basis do we construct this kind of concept?
What is the source of the current resurfacing of the 2520 and in
what form is it being offered to the church?
The movement that is advancing the 2520 holds this teaching within a
larger package of ideas, which includes the following:
1. that the 9/11/2001 terrorist attack is a fulfilment of the ‘third woe’
brought to view in the seventh trumpet (Rev. 11:14);
2. that the judgement of the living began on 9/11/2001, beginning with
the Seventh-day Adventist Church, for whom probation will close
before it closes for the world;
3. that the latter rain began to fall from 9/11/2001 onward;
4. that the discovery of the 2520 is a vital part of the ‘new light’
brought to us by the latter rain;
5. and that the 2520 is, therefore, the ‘testing message’ for Seventhday Adventists. Those who accept the 2520 are thereby receiving
the latter rain and successfully passing the inspection process of the
judgement of the living, and those who reject the 2520 are rejecting
the latter rain and thus failing to bear up under the judgement of the
living. Probation is closing for Seventh-day Adventists individually
and finally for the corporate body by our acceptance or rejection of
the 2520 and the attending package of ideas listed above.
These are huge and grave claims. If true, then the church is
currently undergoing the judgement of the living and closing its
probation by failing to receive the ‘new light’ offered by the 2520
movement. Thus we can expect to see those who offer this message
to the Seventh-day Adventist church feel justified in separating from the
church because of its rejection of the ‘latter-rain message’. If false, then
the 2520 movement is a misguided deception calculated to divert our
attention from the real latter-rain message.
So, then, does the 2520 constitute the latter-rain message? Is it the
sealing message? Is it the judgement message that decides eternal
destinies?
Ellen White clearly identified what the message is that will eventually
constitute ‘the latter rain’ and ‘the loud cry’. The following statement is
an inspired summary that can scarcely be misunderstood:
‘The Lord in His great mercy sent a most precious message to His
people through Elders Waggoner and Jones. This message was to bring
more prominently before the world the uplifted Saviour, the sacrifice for
the sins of the whole world. It presented justification through faith in the
Surety; it invited the people to receive the righteousness of Christ,
which is made manifest in obedience to all the commandments of God.
Many had lost sight of Jesus. They needed to have their eyes
directed to His divine person, His merits, and His
changeless love for the human family. All
power is given into His hands, that
He may dispense rich gifts
unto men, imparting
the priceless gift
of His own

righteousness to the helpless human agent. This is the message
that God commanded to be given to the world. It is the third angel’s
message, which is to be proclaimed with a loud voice, and attended
with the outpouring of His Spirit in a large measure’ (Testimonies to
Ministers and Gospel Workers, pp. 91-92).
This comprehensive statement reveals at least ten components to
the latter-rain/loud-cry message:
1. The cross as the prominent focus: ‘This message was to bring
more prominently before the world the uplifted Saviour.’
2. The universal scope of the cross in making atonement for all sin:
‘. . . the sacrifice for the sins of the whole world.’
3. Justification by faith: ‘It presented justification through faith in the
Surety . . .’
4. Obedience to all God’s commandments as the manifestation of
salvation and not the grounds of salvation: ‘. . . it invited the people
to receive the righteousness of Christ, which is made manifest in
obedience to all the commandments of God.’
5. The divinity of the One hanging on the Cross: ‘They needed to have
their eyes directed to His divine person . . .’
6. The merits of Christ as alone sufficient for salvation: ‘. . . His
merits . . .’
7. The changeless quality and universal scope of God’s love: ‘. . . His
changeless love for the human family.’
8. The great controversy theme: ‘All power is given into His hands . . .’
9. The righteousness of Christ as a free gift: ‘. . . imparting the
priceless gift of His own righteousness . . .’
10. The fact that we humans are helpless to attain righteousness (to
save ourselves): ‘. . . to the helpless human agent.’
Later in Testimonies to Ministers and Gospel Workers, when speaking
of the rejection of the latter-rain message, she clearly defined its
practical core:
‘True religion . . . that advocates righteousness by the faith of the
Son of God, has been slighted, spoken against, ridiculed, and rejected.
It has been denounced as leading to enthusiasm and fanaticism. But it
is the life of Jesus Christ in the soul, it is the active principle of love
imparted by the Holy Spirit, that alone will make the soul fruitful unto
good works’ (Testimonies to Ministers and Gospel Workers, p. 468).
When distilled down to its basic essence, she saw in the 1888
message the beginning of the practical outworking of the truth of
righteousness by faith, or what she called ‘the active principle of love
imparted by the Holy Spirit’. God’s love is the active principle in the
Gospel. This was the vital kernel of truth she heard coming through in
the preaching of Jones and Waggoner. She discerned in their sermons
the effectual combination of faith and love, by which the human agent
may appropriate the righteousness of Christ in actual living experience.
God’s love revealed in Christ upon the cross was and is the ‘active
principle of love’ at work as a practical reality: in other words, He gave
His life in ministry for others. When received, the Gospel impacts the
way we live towards others, for it arouses faith in our hearts, by which
we are motivated and enabled to live in active ministry to others; that is,
to lay hold upon the righteousness of Christ. In short, righteousness
comes by faith, and faith works by the power of God’s love and is
manifest in practical manifestations of love. It is clear, then, that the
‘love’ of which Scripture speaks is not the weak, self-gratifying ‘love’

the world speaks of, but rather it is ‘the cross’; it is the giving of one’s
life in service to others. The ten points delineated in Testimonies To
Ministers and Gospel Workers, pp. 91-92 are the theological framework that supports and expounds this practical experiential outcome.
That’s the practical angle. Now, what can we expect the
eschatological outworking of the message to be?
After outlining these crucial components to the 1888 message, she
plainly stated:
‘This is the message that God commanded to be given to the
world. It is the third angel’s message, which is to be proclaimed with
a loud voice, and attended with the outpouring of His Spirit in a large
measure.’
So we know what the loud cry is, and we know what the latter-rain
message is. It is the third angel’s message, which she saw as
encompassing the first and second angel’s message, as well, and the
three messages together constitute a combined package of truths that
will finally compose the loud cry. The basic components are:
• The everlasting Gospel, which presents the cross of Christ as the
definitive revelation of God’s character in answer to all the false
charges levelled against Him by the enemy and his earthly allies;
in the light of the Gospel, the world is called upon to ‘fear God and
give glory to Him’ while announcing the judgement hour and calling
special attention to God’s creative power and the Sabbath that
signifies that power.
• The fall of Babylon under the weight of the Gospel, by which all
religious confusion and false doctrinal systems lose their credibility,
opening human hearts to know and worship the one and only true
God for who He really is.
• The emergence in history of a people who, enlightened by the
Gospel, voluntarily keep the commandments of God by the faith of
Jesus, thus establishing what Ellen called ‘the active principle of
love’ in the experience of God’s worshippers; those who do not
participate in the faith of Jesus will give themselves over to the false
system of worship that is characterised by coercion rather than by
love.
Once the three angels’ messages are understood to cast laser-beam
clarity upon the non-coercive love of God as the only legitimate premise
of true worship, in contrast to the merit-based and liberty-restricting
worship system of Babylon, we can then understand why Ellen White
defined the essence of the three angels’ messages as justification by
faith:
‘Several have written to me, enquiring if the message of justification
by faith is the third angel’s message, and I have answered, “It is the
third angel’s message in verity” ’ (Selected Messages, vol. 1,
p. 372).
In a nutshell, the message of justification by faith teaches human
beings to rest with total reliance upon the merits of Christ for salvation,
thus giving rise in the heart to ‘the active power of love’, which alone
is capable of generating in the believer a freely-rendered quality of
worship and obedience that is worthy of the character of God.
The final crisis of human history will centre on this deeply
significant, character-shaping and character-revealing truth. This
message will take on its final form when Sabbath and Sunday are
brought into conflict as a global test of conscience.
Legislated Sunday observance will come to represent a libertyrestricting, conscience-coercing picture of God void of faith and
therefore void of love. The Sabbath will shine forth as the bastion
emblem of freedom, faith, and love, and will therefore reveal to the

world a God who saves by grace alone and who seeks love-motivated
worship alone.
And the world will end on that note.
Here are substantial matters that are easily perceived as constituting
the crucial message that seals the human soul for eternity!
Here is truth that probes the depths of human motive and therefore
can be conceived of as the final testing truth that brings the soul to
judgement!
Here are weighty realities worthy to be attended by latter-rain power
and swell to a loud cry so that all the world may hear and decide!
In conclusion
A weak point should never be taken to cancel out a strong point. For
example, the Bible’s repeated affirmation of the seventh-day Sabbath
and the immutability of God’s Law cannot be cancelled out by a single,
less-than-clear statement in Colossians 2:16 that speaks of not judging
one another regarding food or drink or festivals or sabbaths. There is no
good Bible study sense in choosing the vague over the clear.
Likewise, we have before us one biblical passage that speaks of
Israel being cursed ‘seven times’ (Leviticus 26). To construct from this
a 2,520-year prophecy that suddenly constitutes a crucial testing truth
for God’s people is to build a massive theological edifice from straw, as
it were.
Firstly, there is nothing in a plain reading of Leviticus 26 that would
warrant interpreting ‘seven times’ as a 2,520-year prophetic period of
curse.
Secondly, the term ‘seven times’ is used on a number of occasions
in Scripture to simply indicate perfection, completeness, intensity.
Thirdly, the Bible never once speaks explicitly about a 2,520-year
curse.
Fourthly, the 2,300-year prophecy of Daniel 8 and 9, which is very
explicit, speaks of a 490-year open probation for Israel rather than a
curse, and tells us that Messiah would actually ‘confirm the covenant’
of God with Israel and thus expand Israel to encompass all who put
trust in Him.
Fifthly, the claim that the so-called ‘2520 prophecy’ constitutes a
‘testing truth’ and part of the ‘latter-rain’ message is a huge leap of
logic and a frightful diversion from the very truth we are explicitly
told is the latter-rain message – namely, the three angels’ messages,
which have as their essential core the Gospel of justification by faith,
and which will become the final issue of decision for all mankind in the
soon-coming Sabbath-Sunday crisis.
I appeal to those honest Bible students who have thought, in good
conscience, that the ‘seven times’ of Leviticus 26 equate to a 2,520year prophecy to humbly reconsider. God knows your heart. He knows
that you love Him and desire truth. He knows that you have sincerely
believed that there was a good case in favour of the 2520. But now you
are seeing strong points you had not previously taken into account.
That’s OK. That’s how Bible study goes. We explore and we test the
ideas brought to us, and if they do not hold up under investigation we
follow the Spirit and lay them aside. There is no humiliation, but only a
godly humility, in laying aside a position once it is demonstrated to be
unsustainable. Please don’t feel defensive at the points I have raised.
I mean no offence. I am simply your brother in Christ and a fellow
Bible student with you. So I have here presented my findings for your
prayerful consideration. Because you are a sincere follower of Jesus
and an honest Bible student, I am hopeful you will see that the case for
2520 is simply too weak to be maintained, and that the real truth for
this time is abundantly clear.
Thank you for allowing me to share with you.
All Scripture quotations in this article are taken from the New
King James Version (NKJV).
Author’s emphasis supplied
throughout.
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Press Open Day

Aberdaron beach

Pastor David Rancic with John and Mandy

Flowerpot decorating
Sports day

It is hard for the uninitiated to imagine the effort that goes into a
successful Press Open Day. The planning starts almost a year ahead,
when the search for a keynote speaker, good singers, seminar speakers
and food demonstrators begins.
Then there are the more mundane but equally important tasks of
arranging for the large marquees, sound systems, catering services,
children’s fun activities, first-aiders and a host of other big-event
details.
In recent years, partly because of the vagaries of British weather, the
press has found it better to transform a part of its vast warehouse into
a temporary book and health food emporium. This year around 800
people attended the event, browsed the 150 displays filled with over
13,000 books, and went off with their selection of good spiritual
literature. Others were eager to attend the cooking demonstrations.
Kirly-Sue demonstrated some of the delicious vegan recipes from a
new publication available from the ABC, Eating for Life. For those who
wanted a little diversion there were also 15 fringe stalls promoting a
variety of products and services.
Many were glad to stock up on their favourite Cedar Lake products
along with a new line of tinned tasties from Heritage Foods, while
others queued for autographed copies of the CDs of Camelia Bran and
Paul Lee.
Top sellers for the day were the Stanborough Press Devotional
Calendars, the Great Controversy and Steps to Christ – in that order.
Obviously, many of these were bought with witnessing in mind.
Photos by:
Richard Daley and
David Bell

Kenny & Jean

Pwllheli dodgems

Special Needs Camp 2017
Special Needs Camp took place at Aberdaron (2-9 July) this year and,
as usual, we experienced many blessings. There were some problems
though. Firstly, many of the application forms sent to our regular
campers were not delivered by the Post Office. Staffing also became
an issue as people who had hoped to come were prevented from doing
so for various reasons. Then on arrivals day one of our coaches had
satnav problems, leading to a lengthy delay. When we joined together
for our first worship, however, we were thankful that, although we were
starting later in the day than usual, God had prevailed and everyone had
eventually arrived safely.
Pastor David Rancic had prepared a worship programme for the
week covering popular Bible stories, and the campers were involved in
many ways, including the drama group directed by Alva Gallagher. This
culminated on Sabbath morning with the ‘stations of the cross’, with
activities at each station designed to help the campers understand
the sacrifice made by Jesus. One of the first stories told was that of
Creation, and a trip was made midweek to Pili Pilas, where campers
were able to see and touch insects, birds and animals.
The camp was full of the usual activities of games, sandcastle
building, bowling and dodgems. Alva also arranged several projects for
the Art & Craft sessions during the week, so that campers of all abilities
had several things to take home with them. Music was a real blessing,
and it varied from the usual worship songs, accompanied by the
campers on different instruments, to the camp choir, solos from staff,
and classical music played on the piano by Caleb Blackburn.
One of the most unusual aspects of this year’s camp was the
number of visitors we received. We had known in advance that
someone who had been on our team some years ago was holidaying
nearby with her young family, and they visited several times. We were
also joined by another person who was a carer some time ago, who
subsequently went to university, obtained a doctorate, and is now
teaching others at university to work with disabled people. Many
who have joined us for a week’s camp have decided to enter a caring
profession or something associated with our mission. A family from

Jean & John

Cape Town also visited from their holiday base in Bradford, saying that
they had heard about this camp, and the beautiful site, and wanted to
see for themselves.
God has blessed this ministry over the years and 2018 will be our
fortieth anniversary. If you would like to join our team, or know of a
disabled person, not necessarily from a Seventh-day Adventist family,
who would enjoy a holiday, giving their regular carer a short break,
please contact me, or go to our website, www.specialneeds
camp.co.uk, for more information.
JOY BUSSEY

Stanborough Secondary School
scholarships and bursaries registration
is now open!
Once again, Stanborough Secondary School has worked hard to secure
additional funding for its Scholarship and Bursary Fund, to enable more
pupils across the British Union to benefit from the good educational
programme it offers.
The scholarships and bursaries examinations in Maths, Science
and English will be held on 11 January 2018 from 9.30am to 1pm for
prospective students entering Years 7, 8 and 9 in September 2018.
The maximum award is worth a 50% reduction on tuition fees
(boarding fees are excluded). Seventh-day Adventist parents of
successful candidates will obtain this tuition fee reduction in addition
to their 30% denominational discount. Awards are multi-annual.
Candidates must register (deadline: 15 December 2017) and pay an
administrative fee of £10. You can download the application forms from
the school website. If you have any questions please contact Mrs Sonia
Poddar: spoddar@spsch.org, or call 01923673268.
Stanborough School would like to thank the alumni and friends of
the school for making this support possible. If you have benefited from
Seventh-day Adventist education or feel that God is impressing you to
help make Adventist education more accessible, please contact the BUC
Treasury Department and ask how you can support the Stanborough
Secondary School Scholarships and Bursaries Fund.

The last word . . .
‘For me, seeing Open Day from an organiser’s perspective was unique.
Although I had hoped to see more members attending, I was truly
encouraged by those who purchased books and resources for sharing
with family members and friends. This on its own makes Open Day
worthwhile.’ – Trevor Johnson, Adventist Book Centre (ABC) Manager
‘Press Open Day is one of the highlights of my year, and, although I
would have enjoyed seeing more visitors, it was very encouraging to
meet quite a few who were there for the first time. To them the day
had been a blessing and they were making plans to come again . . .
especially after listening to our main speaker for the day, Dr George
Knight. I just love seeing baskets and boxes full of sharing literature;
bright-eyed children captivated by enchanting books; the smiles of our
members as they meet old friends; and that contented vibe that happy
Adventists create! We will be back again at the next Press Open Day:
will you? Why not reserve 9 September in your 2018 diary now?’ –
Elisabeth Sangüesa, CEO of The Stanborough Press Ltd
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Stoke District
investiture

From left to right: Angela and John Anderson, Caroline and Eled Chinkhumba, John Lewis,
Pastor A. Rashford-Hewitt, Roger Brown and Roma Ohman

Six baptised at Langley

Kettering is growing again

After a series of Bible studies, Pastor S. M. Gill recently baptised six
candidates at the Langley church. The candidates were Brine Alam,
Joshua Alam and Mrs Gulshan Tara, along with Amaan Alex Masih,
Saviya Angelica Masih and Meenakshi Masih.
NEC Executive Secretary, Pastor Alan Hush, and his family were
present and he was the guest speaker for the day. After the service,
fellowship lunch was provided by the families.

In February this year the Kettering church celebrated the baptism of
Caroline and Eled Chinkhumba, a husband and wife who had attended
the 12-week-long Revelation Seminar presented by Sven Ohman,
wonderfully supported by a team of older church members.
The seminar series was highly organised and well presented. For
two nights each week this team coped with all the many tasks involved
in these meetings in the Corn Market Hall in the centre of Kettering. As
a result of the meetings, a few new contacts were made and previous
associations were rekindled.
For a few months prior to the baptism, Pastor Andrew RashfordHewitt’s Friday night meetings had further prepared Caroline and Eled
for the joyful event. The members were also pleased and the elders
were glad to see the ‘baptistry being used for the purpose for which it
was built’!
It is wonderful to see one of our earliest Adventist congregations
growing again.
PASTOR ANDREW RASHFORD-HEWITT

ROHEET SUBRAI (COMMUNICATIONS)

Lowestoft
have been
busy!
On Sunday 2 July,
Lowestoft Church
held an open day and exhibition, similar to the event they held in 2016
to commemorate the 90th birthday of HM Queen Elizabeth II.
There was a bouncy castle for the children, various stalls on the lawn
in front of the church, and free food and drinks. An exhibition of the
church and its activities was held in the hall, and members were on
hand to answer any questions the visitors had. The day was a great
success; even the English weather was kind to us.
A little later in the same month, 23 July, the church held its first
vegetarian cookery demonstration in the church hall, after which there
will be one a month. Maybelle Espulgar and Beth Victorio, ably assisted
by their spouses, demonstrated the preparation of two Filipino dishes
while a larger quantity was being prepared in the kitchen for all to enjoy
later. Some twenty-six persons were present, including some members
of the community who were unanimous in expressing their enjoyment of
both the food and the atmosphere. All are looking forward to what lies
ahead.

On Sabbath 17 June, Stoke
District Pathfinder and
Adventurer Club held its
investiture. Ten Adventurers and
four Pathfinders were invested,
having completed their classes
for the year. A further fourteen
children were awarded
certificates for honours earned.
The club is blessed to have a
number of very active junior
counsellors, and one of their
number, Christine Chibwe,
received the Junior Counsellor
of the Year award for her work
with both Pathfinders and
Adventurers.
Pastor Ikwisa Mwasumbi,
North England Conference
Pathfinder Director, was the
worship service speaker and his
sermon was entitled ‘Nothing can
separate us from His love’. He

encouraged the Pathfinders to
remember that, whatever
happens in their lives, nothing
can separate them from the love
of God. During AY the Pathfinders
and Adventurers shared with the

church reports about what they
had accomplished during the
year. The Adventurer mime group
performed an energetic mime,
‘It’s about L-O-V-E!’ and
Pathfinder Nomonde Bhebe

sang a beautiful solo. Stoke
District Pathfinder and Adventurer
Club is a major feature of the
district’s youth and children’s
ministry.
HASTINGS KANDAYA (CHURCH ELDER)

Corby’s special day

Seventy-four years of marriage!

On a beautiful cloudless day in June, Corby Church held its Fathers’ and
Children’s Day at Fermyn Woods Country Park.
The event was organised by the Men’s Ministry and Family Life
Departments, and they were successful in getting a few non-Adventist
families to attend as well.
Firstly, there was a delicious barbecue to enjoy, complete with
special vegetarian options on the menu. This was followed by a fathers’
and children’s treasure hunt through the woods and fields, then the
cutting of a cake that was baked especially for the occasion. The event
closed with the men kneeling in a circle while the children placed their
hands on them during a prayer by the Women’s Ministry leader, Sister
PASTOR ANDREW RASHFORD-HEWITT
Rashford-Hewitt.

Brother and Sister Newton of Camp Hill Church celebrated their
74th wedding anniversary on 25 July and a tribute to their marital
commitment was paid to them at church the following Sabbath.
The service was attended by their family members, many of whom
normally worship elsewhere. Sister Newton (91) and Brother Newton
(98) originate from Barbados.
A letter of recognition from HM Queen Elizabeth II was read out,
while North England Conference President, Pastor Richard Jackson,
took time from a busy Sabbath schedule to deliver a short inspirational
message, emphasising that he had never known of a marriage that had
survived for 74 years, and congratulated them on this milestone. He
presented a monetary gift on behalf of the NEC and then offered a
prayer of thanksgiving and blessing.
JACQUIE HALLIDAY-BELL

Canterbury Church fund-raiser
On the beautiful Sunday of 27 August, 13 church members and friends
of the Canterbury church took part in a sponsored walk to raise funds
for the Alzheimer’s Society.
Four of the thirteen people walked five miles, while the rest walked
ten miles, along the beautiful Elham Valley Way. God’s blessings were
reflected in the beautiful surroundings and pleasant weather, not to
mention the healthy amount that was raised for the charity.
Canterbury church walkers

J. W. SAMPSON (CHURCH CLERK)
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Stratford Church’s community health
day
On Sabbath 29 April Stratford Church Community and Health Ministries,
in association with the Newham Council team, took to the streets of
Stratford offering free health advice and juicing samples to the
community outside Stratford’s library.
Services offered included face painting, blood pressure checks, BMI
checks, dental checks, chiropodist advice, CPR demonstrations, free
100% natural juices, nutritional advice and a counselling service. With
approximately 300 members of the community using at
least one of our services and 200 goodie bags given out,
we can firmly say that this was well received by the
community and left the council impressed and ready to
book our next session. We would like to thank our sister
churches in London for all the help and support that
made this day successful.
As a culturally diverse community in the UK we acknowledge the contribution our Church’s authors make
to the Black experience both here in the UK and abroad. We wish to celebrate their contribution this month
by making you aware of their books. Why not make this month special by enriching your entire family with
the Gospel message from a cultural context?

SACHA GILLIN

Here are just some of the great offers available for October:
This Far by Faith
Devotionals from the Black experience, by Clarence E. Hodges – now £1.99
Embracing Diversity
How to understand and reach people of all cultures, by Dr Leslie N. Pollard – was £9.25, now £4.95
Perspectives
Black Seventh-day Adventists face the twenty-first century, by Calvin B. Rock – was £14.25, now £6.50
The Southern Work, by E. G. White (paperback) – now £2.50
Diversity
The challenge for contemporary Adventism, by Dr Richard de Lisser – now £9.00
Message Magazine (a bi-monthly Black and Minority Ethnic magazine)
Did you know you can subscribe through the Press for the Message Magazine for only £15.50 per
annum and have it delivered to your door?
Organizing for Mission and Growth
The development of Adventist Church structure, by George R. Knight – was £8.50, now £6.00
The Big Picture
Getting perspective on what’s really important, by Ben Carson, MD – £3.95
Making Discipleship Simple, by Dr Michael Mbui – was £5.95, now £3.95

Stanborough Press celebrating
Black History Month
Please check in your local ABC store (Aston-Newtown,
Watford and London) as there will be special offers
there also. Please contact Trevor Johnson, UK Sales
Manager, for further information at:
tjohnson@stanboroughpress.org.uk.
Find us on:
Adventist Book Centre (UK)
Adventist Book Centre – UK
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The Great Get-Together – 2017
On Sunday 18 June the Stratford Pathfinders club joined Newham
Council at their Great Get-Together at The Olympic Park. This annual
event by the council is a perfect opportunity to join neighbours, friends
and family in Newham.
This year’s event at the Park formed part of a nationwide event in
partnership with the Jo Cox Foundation to bring communities together to
celebrate connections and London’s diverse communities.
The purpose of the Pathfinders’ involvement was to raise money for
the victims of Grenfell Tower by selling orange squash from 12 noon to
6pm. After a hot and successful day, rubbing shoulders with many local
dignitaries, including the Mayor of London, the Pathfinders had raised
almost £300 for their cause.

Curtis Bethelsen
Bruce (19362016) d. 8
October. Curtis
Bethelsen Bruce
was born in St
Lucia on 30 May
1936. He, along
with his two elder sisters –
Melzar (who survived him), and
Muriel (now deceased) – were
raised single-handedly by his
mother, Elmina, after his father,
William Bruce, passed away on
the day of his birth.
Curtis attended the Adventist
school in the village of Debrieul,
Choiseul, where he grew up. He
had wanted to travel to the USA
and UK and did so when, as a
fully trained mechanic and
qualified welder, he first worked
in Florida, Connecticut and then
Massachusetts before settling in
London in 1960. He later sent
for and married his childhood
sweetheart from St Lucia,
Marguerita, on 18 September
1966. The couple went on to

produce three beautiful children,
daughters Myrtle and Glenda,
and a son, Curtis. He worked at
Queen Mary University College
in East London where he met
many young people, some of
whom are still in touch with the
family today.
Over the years he attended
different congregations, including
New Gallery in Regents Street,
Holloway and Stoke Newington,
before he, along with other
members, found a building of
their own to worship in (in 1977),
which would later become the
Hackney church. During this time
he was elected head elder of the
church and through the years
worked successfully with its
many pastors. Although Brother
Curtis had a passion for cars and
motorbikes, it couldn’t compare
to his great passion to win souls
for Christ, which happened often
during his many years as head
elder. His Daniel and Revelation
seminars were well taught and
many will remember him for that.
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Regarded by many as the
patriarch of the Hackney church,
one of Brother Bruce’s defining
legacies was the procurement of
the church building. Under his
leadership and through his
humorous and charming nature he
inspired church members to give
a weekly donation of ten pence in
a brown envelope, which years
later would amount to the deposit
required to secure the property
outright. Well over three decades
later, the Hackney congregation
still worships at this location.
Generally a very healthy man,
Brother Bruce was admitted to
hospital in February 1999, having
suffered a stroke which left him
paralysed on one side and unable
to walk. But with much prayer by
family and friends, and along
with his own self-determination
and some intensive physiotherapy
sessions, God restored his health,
enabling him to walk his second
daughter, Glenda, down the aisle
four months later. Ten years later
Brother Bruce suffered a heart
attack. It took some time for him
to fully recover and the doctors
told the family that he would not
make it. However, God had other
plans and granted him seven

more memorable years, during
which he was able to celebrate his
eightieth birthday on 30 May and
his fiftieth wedding anniversary
on 18 September 2016.
Unfortunately, a few weeks
later Brother Bruce was readmitted to hospital, where he
passed away on 8 October.
During his funeral at the
Holloway church on 25 October,
Curtis Jnr said in tribute, ‘If I
could be a quarter of the man that
my father lived to be then I would
be a great man.’ What Paul said to
Timothy applies here to Curtis
Bruce: ‘I have fought the good
fight, I have finished the race, I
have kept the faith’ (2 Timothy
4:7, 8, NJKV).
He is survived by his wife,
Marguerita; children, Myrtle,
Glenda and Curtis; sons-in-law,
Hewitt and Riley; daughter-inlaw, Kylie; grandchildren, Dante,
Aria and Kristle; sister, Melzar;
and many others.
Indeed, a void has been left;
however it’s not ‘goodbye’, just
‘goodnight’ as he sleeps in Jesus
until the day He returns.
THE BRUCE FAMILY

SACHA GILLIN

How to understand
and effectively share
the Bible

Register and pay online: http://adventist.org.uk/events/2017/buc/buc-women-retreat-2017.
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Diversity Lectures
Autumn 2017
7 November
A Christian Approach to
Capitalism –
Why Women and
Shopping Matter!

Sarah’s special weekend
The weekend of 8-9 July was doubly busy and blessed at Wimbledon
International Church for Sarah Chong, who was baptised on the Sabbath
and then married on the Sunday.
Sarah and her husband, Sherwin Sampson, have known each other
since their school days 16 years ago. While Sherwin (from Guyanese
heritage) was raised as an Adventist, Sarah came from a home with a
Catholic mum and a Buddhist/traditional Chinese dad. This made for
many interesting questions during her three years of Bible studies,
interrupted many times, due to life’s challenges – but Sarah persisted,
wanting to know about the God who had led Sherwin to be so gentle
and endlessly optimistic!
Sarah was baptised in the same pool where her husband had been
baptised six years prior. Her family flew in from Hong Kong especially.
For many this was their first exposure to Advent Christianity, and her
uncle remarked how beautiful the baptismal service was.
Both services were officiated by a guest pastor, Vili Costescu.
We wish them all the best as they continue their Christian journey
together!

ABC Sales line: (01476) 591700
Mon-Thurs only, 8am- 5.30pm.
www.stanboroughpress.org.uk

Lecturer: Dr Eve Poole,
Deputy Director of the Public
Leadership Centre at Ashridge
Business School
http://evepoole.com/about/
Time: 7.30pm
Venue: Smith Centre,
Salisbury Hall,
Newbold College of Higher
Education, Bracknell
RG42 4AN
Everyone is welcome.
Refreshments will be available!

DR ADAM IBRAHIM
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Sunset
Sunset times are reproduced with permission from
data supplied by HM Nautical Almanac Office.
Oct

13
20
27
Nov 3

Lond
6.11
5.57
5.43
4.30

Card
6.24
6.09
5.55
4.42

Nott
6.13
5.58
5.43
4.30

Edin
6.17
6.00
5.43
4.28

Belf
6.30
6.13
5.58
4.43

MESSENGER SUBSCRIPTIONS
Cost £25 per annum for 24 issues.*
*Postage will only be charged for single copy
subscriptions and overseas airmail.
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